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EXPECT SURPRISES! 

      Margaret Stoltzfus 
     

              "Expect surprises," Henri Nouwen says, in his book, BREAD 
  FOR THE JOURNEY.     Unless you're expecting a surprise you won't  

see or recognize one when it comes.  As I read that on the first day of January 2008, I thought, 
what a great idea! I began to look each day for some event or experience that made me smile or 
brought tears because surprises can be sad as well as happy. 

An unexpected email from my granddaughter, those regal cardinals at my bird feeder, that 
bit of music that triggered an old memory, a line in a book that drew me in --each was a surprise to 
be relished. 

Focusing on the present helps me to be aware of surprises.  In some ways it's easier to 
continually look back to some former event that was special, or to look ahead to the future by 
filling the mind with expectations, but neither of those helps me recognize surp rises sent my way 
today by a loving Father.  

So, I challenge you to expect surprises each day . . . and say thank you as you recognize 
them.  Be aware of the people around you, the tasks on your list for the day, the events 
happening in your family.  God has placed you in your unique circle for a reason.  Be grateful!  

 
 

 

ANNOUNCING THE USFW SPRING FLING  
 

Saturday, April 5, 2008  
Marshalltown Friends Church  

Program: “Children of Promise” Quakerdale ministries  
More information forthcoming.  You do not need t o be a USFW member to attend.  

 

 
 
 

                                   INFORMATIVE & ENCOURAGING  
                                            CHRISTIAN WEBSITES 

 
Encouraging devotionals and scriptures: http://www.annieshomepage.com/barnabas.html  

 

23 Ways to Jumpstart your Spiritual Batteries:  
http://www.navpress.com/EPubs/DisplayArticle/1/1.87.7.html  

 

Christian Simple Living: http://slowerpace.com/  
 

Senior Saints go Web Surfing:  http://www.entourages.com/barbs/senior.htm  
 

Iowa USFW Site: http://www.usfwiowa.com/  

"Margaret's                    
Musings"  



 

READING COURSE BOOK REVIEWS  
Ethel Watson, Iowa USFW Reading Chairman 

 

These cold, wintry days have made me want to stay in front of the fireplace, 
grab a book and a cup of hot chocolate and hibernate! Unfortunately, other 
obligations seem to call and put a damper on that activity. I would encourage any 
of you that can find the time these next few months to pick up a n USFW Reading 
Course book and enjoy the inspiration that comes from reading it.  

 
I have shared several books with you in past issues.  Now I would like to encourage you to 

read The Runaway Quilt  by Jennifer Chiaverini. This is the fourth novel in the Elm Creek Quilts 
series. I haven’t read any of the others, but it is easy to get involved with the characters and t he 
story line without having read the others. This book should appeal to many of our Friends ’ ladies 
since it shares a story that goes back to the Underground Railroad times when Friends were 
known to give assistance when needed.  Join Sylvia as she searches for the meaning behind the 
quilts she finds hidden in her attic.   Each quilt tells a story that helps her find information about 
her ancestors. This Pennsylvania farming community is divided by the issue of slavery from 1853-
1859. It is almost a mystery  as family discord, betrayal, and secrets are unveiled. I highly 
recommend this book. 

 
Two Old Women  by Velma Wallis is a book many of you have told me you have enjoyed. 

I also enjoyed reading this Alaskan Legend of “Betrayal, Courage, and Survival” very much. At first 
I wondered why it was on our reading list since it doesn’t have a Christian message with 
scriptures, etc. that usually accompany our books, but then I realized that within the story, we fin d 
similarities to Joseph being abandoned by his brothers and how God made a horrible situation into 
one that glorified Him in the end. Also the story of the Prodigal Son fits somewhat.  

In both of these situations, the age of the “heroines” is reversed. The old are thrown aside 
and the young have to come and ask for forgiveness of their deeds. I enjoyed the mutual respect 
that the two women came to have for each other. Learning that we all need others in order to 
survive is an important lesson. We don’t go through this life alone. So, even though scriptures 
aren’t used, this is an interesting book with good morals to be learned.  

On a personal note, I especially enjoyed reading about how the women handled the 
mosquitoes in Alaska since we also found how terrible the mosquitoes can be in Alaska when we 
visited a few years ago! Iowa’s mosquitoes are mild by comparison – but I guess we don’t have to 
concern ourselves with that right now! Continue to enjoy your reading . I anticipate looking at all 
the wonderful new books that will be coming our way for next year!  God bless! 

 
 
 

TREASURER’S NOTES 
Dorothy Taylor, Iowa USFW Treasurer 

 

I received good news from the USFW International treasurer, Adis Beeson, this week.  She 
says that due to generous undesignated funds contributed in December they were able to fully 
fund all the under funded projects that are still current.  Praise the Lord!  That is great news.  

 Iowa contributed some to that accomplishment.  I received one generous undesignated 
check from a lady whose meeting no longer has a USFW, but she felt led to help out.  It was a real 
blessing to send those funds on to USFWI, as well as regular contributions from our societies.   

And the new year is starting out well.  I have already received 3 checks for dues and 
projects for 2008.  Consult your Advocate for the s pecifics of 2008 projects, and may God continue 
to bless our efforts.  

 



 
USFW INTERNATIONAL NEWS  

Mary Glenn Hadley, USFWI President 
 
I am sure you are aware of the turmoil and devastation that has taken place in Kenya 

resulting from the apparent election fraud which followed the national elections that took place on 
December 27.  Nearly ¾ of USFWI women are in Kenya and our hearts go out to them.  The 
USFWI has set up an emergency fund which will be funneled through Friends United Meeting and 
will be administered through the FUM Office in Kisumu and Friends Theological College. We 
(USFWI) are advancing $5000 on January 15 in our effort to get immediate assistance there.   

 
It is hard for us to fathom what many are going through.  Our Kenyan board member 

states there are more and more reports of our own Quakers being affected.  She goes on to say 
knowing that USFWI is already doing something towards the needs in Kenya is the best thought 
she can think of right now. Eden Grace, in her correspondence to me on January 8, describes the 
situation very succinctly when she says we must act immediately to meet the needs of the 
vulnerable among us.  There are thousands of Internally Displaced People in Western Province 
alone, and because of general insecurity and the total breakdown of the transportation and 
wholesale sectors; there is no one to feed these people. In addition, when food is available, it is at 
an inflated price.  There was no food at Kaimosi Hospital, so she bought what they needed in 
Kisumu, but it was almost double what they usually budget for food.  Fuel is double or triple, when 
available.  This situation will persist for a while, and has the ability to devastate our program. M any 
people are now homeless.  Businesses have burned.  This means that not only have people lost 
their means of income but the community suffers as well.   

 
Every program Friends are involved with will be impacted by this devastation.  The hospital 

has an increased patient load due to many who have been injured, but the cost for caring for 
these people has gone up dramatically due to escalated costs for food and petrol.  Short supply of 
medicines, due to the inability to travel (blockades, lack of fuel) will cause difficulties in care 
especially for those who are suffering from HI V/AIDS and cholera due to sanitation problems.  For 
these same reasons FTC faces a crisis for caring for their students.  Samburu and Turkana will 
suffer dramatically also.  Orphanages, churches and schools will face the same dilemmas.  
Depending on the news reports there are somewhere between 250,000 to well over 500,000 
people who are displaced and in need of help. 

 
Money can be sent to treasurer Adis Beeson, 4305 Beeson Farm Road, Sophia, North 

Carolina 27350.  We are posting an announcement on our website at www.usfwi.org and will do 
our best to update that as we gather information.  You can also find information on 
http://www.updatesonkenya.blogspot.com/ which is a blog spot Mary Kay Rehard has established.  
I am reminded of the verse in II Corinthians 8:14 which reads: “Right now you have plenty and 
can help them.  Then at some other time they can share with you when you need it.  In this way, 
everyone’s needs will be met.”  

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------  
 
 

“Instead of critici zing yourself when you do something goofy, laugh about it! ”  Barbara Johnson  
                 

“The cheerful heart has a continual feast.” Prov. 15:15  
 
 



 

      A NEW YEAR  
     FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE  
        By Linda Eliason, C.S. Secretary  

 
Greetings, Ladi es!  I hope you received man y blessings during the Christmas 

season and that 2008 is off to a good  start for you!    Unfortunately, I’m sure you are 
aware that 2008 is NOT off to a good start for our USFW sisters in Kenya.  
Although this may be emphasized elsewhere, I want to take this opportunity to 
encourage you to send a generous contribution to help our Kenyan sisters through this 
crisis.  Please make your check payable to USFWI and mail it to:  Adis Beeson, 
USFWI Treasurer, 4305 Beeson Farm Road, Sophi a, NC  27350.  Mark your check 
“Kenya relief fund”.  The funds will be distributed by Eden and James Grace and Ben 
and Jody Richmond, so we know they will go where they are most needed.  
 

Those of you who have been knitting and crocheting may be wondering w hat to 
do with your finished projects.  Deb Moyer’s sister, Judy Davis, is still planning to go 
back to Kaimosi Hospital. Because of the violence in Kenya she had to postpone the 
departure date, but it is now set for Jan. 28.  She will be able to take some  layette 
materials with her .  She will come back to the U.S. in April for the birth of twins in 
the family.  She may be able to take more layettes when she returns to Kenya after 
that.  I do not have Judy’s e -mail, but you can reach her through Deb at 
moyerd@mahaska.org to get details.  

 

The new Christian Service projects for 2008 are in your January -February 
Advocate.  These include $1,500 for the Belize School Lunch Program, $4,000 for 
Kaimosi Hospital Adopt -a-Nurse and Medicine, and $4,000 for Turkana/Sam buru 
Mission Support.  As the year progresses, I know you will give your full support to 
these important projects.  

 
If you have been saving commemorative stamps from your Christmas cards and 

other mail, this would be a good time to send them to Quaker Stam p Project, P.O. Box 
795, Mattapoisett, MA  02739.  They take all U.S. and foreign stamps EXCEPT the 
.34 Statue of Liberty; the .37 heron and flag stamps, and the .39 flag and liberty 
stamps.  They also accept used and unused picture postcards.  More than $ 50,000 has 
been raised so far. A portion of the profits goes toward USFW projects listed in the 
Advocate.  May God bless you as you continue in service to Him in 2008!  

 

---------------------------------------------  
 

“Life is like riding a bicycle.  You don’t fall off unless you stop pedaling.”   Barbara Johnson 

 




