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Puppets & Friends began practicing on October 3, 2001 and
has already been very successful.  Puppets & Friends per-
forms during the children’s sermon one Sunday each month.
P&F has also had several outreach performances.

In October, P&F visited Sunnybrook Assisted Living Home in
Fairfield and performed for the residents.  In November P&F
was invited to perform during an evening church service at a
local trailer park.  P&F spent December practicing their part of
the Christmas program.  For January, P&F is planning an
evening program for the community to be held at Fairfield
Friends Church.

Even with only four months of practice, the puppeteers have
grown in confidence and excitement.  Approximately ten area
youth are involved,ranging in age from sixth through twelfth
grade.  The youth involved are: Brad Hesseltine, Ashley Cox,
Kim Lacey, Paul Swafford, Amy Watts, Chris Cox,Emily Mills,
Derek Hayes, Michael Smith and Branden Schombert.  The
church body has been very supportive of P&F and several
adults have volunteered their time: Dwight & Robin Schombert,
Jeff Nieuwsma, Bob Hayes, and youth pastor Rich Moore.
P&F would like to thank all of those who have supported us in
so many ways!

P&F is always looking for ministry opportunities.  If you are
interested in having P&F perform, please call Jen Clendineng,
the director , at (641)-469-3321 or email her at
jenclen13@hotmail.com.  Y ou can also call Fairfield Friends
Church at (641)-472-2623 and speak with the youth pastor ,
Rich Moore.
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John Porter, Superintendent of North Carolina Yearly
Meeting, led Sunday worship. John spoke on the topic of
baptism, stating that while Friends don’t use water in
baptism, we believe in the necessity of and practice of
baptism by the Holy Spirit. We are changed when we have
a living encounter with Jesus in our lives – when we are
saturated with His Spirit. A saturated people become a
part of Christ’s redemptive process. Jesus’ presence in us
increases in direct proportion to how much we share and
care for those in need. If you always do what you always
do, you will always get what you always get.

John challenged us to surrender to the covering of the Holy
Spirit in the following ways:

…that the light of Christ would shine through our lives
…that we would be good listeners to those we encounter
…that we would be loving toward all people
…that we would be passionate about learning & teaching
      others
…that our business would be as led by the Spirit as our
      meeting for worship

…that our lives would reflect laughter and joy

– General Board Meeting, October 14, 2001

Miriam McDonald pictured with Ben Richmond
 and new World Ministries Director, Dennis Mills (right).


