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Puppets & Friends began practicing on October 3, 2001 and
has already been very successful.  Puppets & Friends per-
forms during the children�s sermon one Sunday each month.
P&F has also had several outreach performances.

In October, P&F visited Sunnybrook Assisted Living Home in
Fairfield and performed for the residents.  In November P&F
was invited to perform during an evening church service at a
local trailer park.  P&F spent December practicing their part of
the Christmas program.  For January, P&F is planning an
evening program for the community to be held at Fairfield
Friends Church.

Even with only four months of practice, the puppeteers have
grown in confidence and excitement.  Approximately ten area
youth are involved,ranging in age from sixth through twelfth
grade.  The youth involved are: Brad Hesseltine, Ashley Cox,
Kim Lacey, Paul Swafford, Amy Watts, Chris Cox,Emily Mills,
Derek Hayes, Michael Smith and Branden Schombert.  The
church body has been very supportive of P&F and several
adults have volunteered their time: Dwight & Robin Schombert,
Jeff Nieuwsma, Bob Hayes, and youth pastor Rich Moore.
P&F would like to thank all of those who have supported us in
so many ways!

P&F is always looking for ministry opportunities.  If you are
interested in having P&F perform, please call Jen Clendineng,
the director, at (641)-469-3321 or email her at
jenclen13@hotmail.com.  You can also call Fairfield Friends
Church at (641)-472-2623 and speak with the youth pastor,
Rich Moore.

PUPPETS &
          FRIENDS

- Fairfield
Friends
Church

WORSHIP MOMENTS
John Porter, Superintendent of North Carolina Yearly
Meeting, led Sunday worship. John spoke on the topic of
baptism, stating that while Friends don�t use water in
baptism, we believe in the necessity of and practice of
baptism by the Holy Spirit. We are changed when we have
a living encounter with Jesus in our lives � when we are
saturated with His Spirit. A saturated people become a
part of Christ�s redemptive process. Jesus� presence in us
increases in direct proportion to how much we share and
care for those in need. If you always do what you always
do, you will always get what you always get.

John challenged us to surrender to the covering of the Holy
Spirit in the following ways:

�that the light of Christ would shine through our lives
�that we would be good listeners to those we encounter
�that we would be loving toward all people
�that we would be passionate about learning & teaching
      others
�that our business would be as led by the Spirit as our
      meeting for worship
�that our lives would reflect laughter and joy

� General Board Meeting, October 14, 2001

Miriam McDonald pictured with Ben Richmond
 and new World Ministries Director, Dennis Mills (right).
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Missions
One opportunity for you to share in your giving to the Lord is to
the Friends Theological College (FTC)in Kaimosi, Kenya.
Present directors are Rich and Sandy Davis.  This seminary for
Friends pastors has a long history of producing quality people
who love the Lord and want to share Him to others.

In the past year some physical upgrading of the college has
been going on. The classroom building was remodeled to
accommodate current needs but plans for an expansion are
needed in the near future.  The administration building is be-
ing more effectively used now as offices for tutors, accounts
clerk, secretary, and President, and the basement is being
used as a classroom for the one year certificate students. The
dining hall was expanded and now has a new modern kitchen,
indoor wood-saving stoves, and larger seating area.  This was
done mostly through USFW Kenyan and American women and
is dedicated to them.

Improvements in existing staff housing has been an ongoing
process.  One new family staff house is near completion. The
girls are currently housed in a staff house, so a new girls dorm
has just begun to take shape near the dining hall.  It should be
done by May.  Someday better men�s dormitories will also be
needed but improvements are being made on what already
exist such as reroofing, built-in desk and storage areas, and
painting.

The library at FTC has grown over the years into one of the
most respected around.  They have built new shelves, circula-
tion desk, return book trolley, and added a library computer
program, standing maps, and some resource books.  To ac-
commodate these changes and increased usage an addi-
tional 35 feet have been added to the south end.  January 9
was the goal of completion and rearranging, (when the next
term of classes began).

Four full-time tutors with degrees are spiritually and academi-
cally capable to lead the 42 students.  Elizabeth Yano has been
assigned the Dean of Students and Supervisor of Campus
Ministries beginning in January 2002.

To realistically supply the need for pastors in Kenya, the enroll-
ment at FTC should remain at about 50 students.  More gradu-
ates would become a discouragement when they are not given
paid positions.  It will be another 10 -20 years before this group
is considered the elders and can influence church business
enough to pay pastors and respect their education. Currently
15 graduates a year can be absorbed, but 35 would become
discouraging and decrease the number applying in the future.

A huge prayer request by the Davis� is for all of us to be praying
for someone to be led to be their successors at FTC.  Rich and
Sandy are returning to the U.S. and a replacement is needed
by August 2002.  Your gifts to continue the evangelical spread
of Christ�s love through FTC can be sent to Robert Watson,
Treasurer, Iowa Yearly Meeting Missions Board, 803 Minne-
sota St., Glidden, Iowa  51443.  Please be sure to designate
where you want your funds funneled along with your checks.

- by Donna Hoeksema, Missions Committee

I hope you are having a wonderful winter.  I finally had the
chance to build the snowman that I have been wishing for.
Yes, I love snow!   I decided to use this article to touch on
several items of new business and hope you will find the
information helpful.

The concern most often on my mind these days is how to fill
4 positions on your U.S.F.W. Executive Board.  Currently the
position of Friendly Flashes Editor has been vacant since
August 2001.  Margaret Good is attempting to keep articles
coming in to the Iowa Friend.  We appreciate her commitment
of time to this responsibility.  However, the whole Board would
love to have someone come forward and take on this job.  As
my term ends in August Margaret Good will become the new
President leaving a vacancy in the Vice-President�s spot.  This
is a commitment of serving  two years as Vice-President and
two years as President.  The 3 Board positions that come up
on a regular rotation are:  Secretary of Literature; Secretary of
Peace and Christian Social Concerns; and Secretary of Chris-
tian Service.  Geraldine Smith has agreed to serve another 3-
year term in the Christian Service position.  The other two
positions are both 3- year terms beginning in August.  We
truly appreciate Delores Jones and Sherry Kernan who have
filled these positions faithfully.  If you have an interest in any of
these jobs or know of someone we could contact, please let
us know.  Each Secretary is vital to the work we do.

A decision made by the Board at our Fall meeting is exciting
to all of the Board members.  To encourage women to attend
a conference who have never attended one before, we are
sending each society one �Guest Ticket�.  Use this ticket to
invite a woman to attend our Spring Conference on April 6,
2002.  Her expenses for meal and registration will be picked
up by the Board.  If you cannot seem to find anyone willing to
attend then please return the ticket to the Board.  New societ-
ies like Riverside�s Friendly Women will be receiving 3
complementary tickets for their use.  We are hoping this will
be a great encouragement to our new fledgling societies.

Another very important matter was brought to my attention
recently.  Edith Ratcliff has shared with us a financial need for
personal support income.  She relies mainly on those who
have felt God call them to the ministry of giving towards Edith�s
support.  Much of what Edith receives she shares with her
people there.  It makes her very uncomfortable to ask for
monetary help, so I am sharing the concern with each of you.
As God lays her needs on your heart would you be faithful to
send to FUM whatever you can?  Edith will be a trustworthy
steward of everything God gives her.  Thank you for taking
time to pray about this concern.

I look forward to seeing each of you in Lynnville on Saturday,
April 6, 2002, for our fantastic Spring Conference.  I have been
in communication with Joanna Weaver and she is most ex-
cited about the time she will be spending with us.  Joanna is
the author of the book, �Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World�.
Pick up a copy, snuggle down in a comfy chair, and read these
long winter nights away.  Be in prayer for this very special
conference and about whom your society should invite as a
first time guest.  We would love to see lots of new faces in
April!  Until then�Spring is just around the corner!  Love to all
of you,

    -  Pat Coffin, President

FRIENDLY FLASHES




