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2019 Is A Blank Page Of Possibility... by Tom Showalter
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We fix our eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2) as we press on (Philippians 3:14) to pursue the
mission He has called us to fulfill and we trust God& plan no matter how it may initial-
ly appear in our limited understanding.

Happy New Year!
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Robert and Sarah Radcliff began serving in
Cambodia in 2016 and have recently been on
furlough, spending time in California and Io-
wa. Some of you may have had the oppor-
tunity to spent time with them while in Iowa,
but if not, the Missions Board wants to provide
you with insight into their ministry and equip
you with ways to pray for them.

As you might imagine, being immersed in a
foreign country can present challenges. For
Robert and Sarah, learning the language has been diffi-
cult. The Khmer language (which is the language of the
Cambodian people) is tied for 3rd as the hardest lan-
guage to learn. For the first year and a half in the coun-
try, Sarah and Robert have devoted 40 hours a week to
learning this language and continued to spend 30 hours
a week after that. Learning the language has been a full
-time job.

Being called to the mission field comes with blessings as
well. Robert is often reminded of the Pearl of Great
Price parable found in Matthew 13:45-46 fiAgain, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine
pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away
and sold everything he had and bought it.0 Robert
shared that they have left their home and families and
given up luxuries like drinkable water from the tap, and
the ability to communicate, so that they might receive
this pearl of great price, and it has been worth it. There
is great joy in following the Lord where he leads. That
joy of knowing and following Jesus Christ is the biggest
blessing they have received as they minister to the
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Khmer people.

When Robert and Sarah return, they will contin-
ue their work with the Friends church in Battam-
bang. This church has had missionaries for near-
ly 25 years, and they are quickly coming to a

Y point where they no longer need missionaries.

1 When Robert and Sarah moved to Battambang in
September of 2017, they were greeted by a mis-
sionary couple who had been there 3 years, and
in Cambodia for 7 or so years. A few months
later, a single missionary woman joined them. Togeth-
er the 3 units recognized that their time in Battambang
needed to come to a close, so their teammates moved
to a different part of Cambodia in September of 2018,
leaving Robert and Sarah as the only Friends mission-
aries left in Battambang.

In addition to helping church in Battambang, they will
take on the responsibility of overseeing the other
Friends work in the area. This includes 2 church plants
(a few hours outside the city in separate villages,
Phnom Pruk, and Moung) and leading a few more bible
studies. By this time next year, they hope to serve in a
new part of Cambodia, that has not be served by mis-
sionaries.

As Robert and Sarah return to Cambodia, please pray
for:

-The church in Battambang-- that she would stand
strong without missionaries and that her pastor and
elders would continue to be faithful.
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A Gat hering for Women Who Are Created

By Lucy Maselli, Women& Ministry Team Leader, Fairfield Friends Church
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- Yo New Year

D lift up his countenance upon you,
~ and give you peace. =)



